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COMGKKS 10NAL
_

IPKECM OP HON. MM. B&1DUJCS,
or ti»*.-VLVABIA,

On ibe Nebraska end Kansas bill ; delivered in the House
of Representatives March 13, 1M4

Tl.r House being in Committee ol the Wbole on thr
,l*!r of the Union.
Mr HKtlXiESsaid:
Mi. Cmihm«: Having on a previous occasion deliv-

tiad vpw lul" *»y ">WI 111 teielion lo the swbpet of
slaeety u 11 WM presented dunug ibe Thirtieth Congress,
it is wiiti fxir.me reluctance Ibat I am again compelled,
by a reiiM ol duly, to Irespese upon the time of this cont¬

ain ler, ui ibe di*cuseiou ol «u> aubjct.1 either intimately
or leuiotei) connected witb it. And, in doing so, I hope
| uu> not be conauUtred an advocate tor ibe extension of
slavery, (lor I a® opposed to itw existence in the uliaiiact,)
but a suppoiier. a* lar an I am able, of the constitution
of ibe United Siatea.that great charter of American lib-
uiy, to which 1 owe, aa every American citizen owee,
unphr.it obedience. Since the action of Congreee of 1860.
awl the significant and overwhelming endoriemeiu which
that action received by tbe people ol tbia great nation in
1si'i, i bad hoped thai all agitating questions which
bad previously muled between Ibe norihern and south¬
ern portion* ot this confederacy were eetlled, and
settled loiever. When 1 took my seat here at the
commencement of the preseui session. ami fookad,
araiuMi spoil tin* body, 1 thought 1 could discover
MmuboI good to Ibe country, and strong indication* that
tbia Houee would be a working House, and devoted
lo Ibe consideration ol the more immediate want* anil
eeceaailiea of ihe people, rather than theoretical and
abstract questions, protilless lo ourselves and useless
to the country. I had hoped that Ihe voice of dissen-
aion and discord would not again l>e heard within this
ball, that all agitating themes had been laid aside, and
that no attempt would be made to dieiuib the pence
and repose ol this House and the country. But, sir, in
this 1 was disappointed I soon lound, lrom a speech
made by an honorable member from Ohio, and from an¬
other made by a member from Nevv York, that the spirit
of Ibe Thirtieth and Thiriy-ttrst Cjngresses was a^ain
within these walls, sowing its seeds of discord, and
scattering its firebrands among us 1 soon that
the hideous monster of slavery agitation was not
dead, but only crippled I soon beard the challenge
given by tbe North to tue South, anil frund that the fan¬
cied repose of the country waa but a dream, from which
it was to be aroused by tbe cry of fanatical agita¬
tors- And this rliort to disturb the peaceful elements of
the House was entirely voluntary ami uocalled lor,
elicited by no action here or elsewhere, but was the off¬
spring ot a deep-rooted and an ungovernable hostility to
aotne ol tbe domestic institutions of the South But
while I saw this with no small degree ot dissatislactioti
and (win on the one band, I could not but admire on the
other the calm and digmlied composure exhibited by the
representatives lrom the South, and experience a thrill
ot joy at seeing h'>w harmlessly ihe shafts cf abolition¬
ism tell at their leet. And 1 suppose, sir, that that ad¬
vance guard ol the enemy, reinforced by others of a sim¬
ilar creed, Will lay hold ol the Nebraska hill ax a pretext
for another and a more furious Ht'ack upon that portion
ol our confederacy It will no doubt be said that that
bdl has reauscitated the question of slavery, and ban
opened the door for wide discussion. But I, lor one,
think tbat such an inference will be erroneously drawn,
inasmucn as the main principles involved in it, in my
view, have been previously and finally settled The1
merits of that bill I now propose to discuss, and to no-
lice some objections already urged against it
The principal difficulty seems to be embraced in Ihe jlatter part ot tbe louileenth section, and is a* follows |
"Thai 'be commotion, and ail laws of the United Slates

wblsh sre hot locsl'y in.r ppltoable, shall have ibe same
Kirce sud effect wittiin ihe said Territory ol Nebraska as
sUswIit-re Wlibiu ibe United Stales, except ihe el^lnl! tec-
nan si 'be act prt paraiory io ibe admission ol Missouri
into tbe Uuh ti. approved Mart h 6, ItCSU, wi.icii was super- |
.eded by ibe piineiples ol the Irgirlauon ot 1K50, common¬
ly calltd the compromise measures, and is hereby dtciarcu
inoperative."

ibis phraseology has been somewhat changed in the!
Senate, and perhaps may be bere, so as to read " that the
Miasouu Comproaiise and the compromise measures ol
1S50 aie inconsistent with each other." fa order to as

certain whether tbe latter decs repeal, or supersede, or
is inconsistent with tbe former, it will be necessary lo re-
Isr to lbs act ol Congreas ol Match 6. 1&20, authorizing
tbe people of the Missouri Teintory to lorm a constitu- I
hod and S'sie government But befoie noticii g iiarticu-
larly wbst 1 believe to b« the etlect ot ibe »»' ol 1350, 1
will rslel to what Iranaptr»d h«"xe its passage. Il will |
be rscoilected lhat the Missouri IVrriior> wss a part ol
tbe territory »!>..* France ceded to tne United Stales an

tier tbe nam* of Louisiana It will also be recollected
lhat under French laws slavery existed in il at the time
Of itsrrssioii, and in order lo settle a question which
arose between ihe North and the South.from what part
of Uat purchase slavery should be excluded.the eighth
section wss inserted in the Missouri act, which reads as
follows:
M frsnjfj, 1 hat all that territory ceded by Fierce to ibr

I'nlinl Sintea, untlrr ibo name ui Louisiana, which lies
north ol M d.g 30min north latitude, not Inc luded wiihin
lbs limits ol tin-Ma e contemplated by tblt sut, itaveiy
»r,d Imolui.lsty lelVllnd , 0'llel«ls« Ihsn Hi the punish¬
ment ol crimes. wtirfe,.! ilie |I«I ie« sliatl lisve been duly
convicted, shall Im, ami is haieby, l.<i-»«r prohi bited "

ilia now contended by the ofpoi.ems of the present
kill, partly perhaps from the word ol i-erpeloitj " f. revei"
beisg used, that this eeclion d< fimtively settled the rhsr-
acier ol Ibe Territory north of % deg 30 mm. for all lu-
lars time, or as long as it should remain a Territory
Although I do ool admit the principle lhat one legislature
can psas laws to limit, restrain,or bind the action ol any
Ialure legisla ure, unless by luture legislation vesteil
rigbtsanil interest* are to be impelled or de-troyed, jet I
sm willing lo admit thai it wss probably the meaning and
intention ol tbe Conirressol lb'20 thst the line 34 deg
30 aim should b« extended through suheequenlly-ec
(juued lerniorv on ihe west. Ku wiih he w lillle res(>erl
tbe SCI of IbUO, and the intention with winch it was

passed, was treated at ihe very next session, I will |>rn
ceed to sbow Alter ibe p**>*ge of the set ot in?fi, il be
cams tbe duty ol the people of Ihe Terri'ory ot Missouri
lo adopt a constitution, snd to present il lo Congress lor
screptance 1'hia wa* done si the succeeding session
Ootaeitttbof Nov>aat>er, isiii, Mr Smith, of K >uth Car¬
olina, "lrom the Senate committee, to whom wss re-
Isrisd lbs constitution as adopted lor the government of
tbe State ol Miesouri. reported a resolution declaring
Ibe admission of the Stsle ol Missouri into Ihe Union ,

which wa* read, and ordered to a second reading " On
tbs 11th of December it passed the Senate by a vole of
M lo It The resolution wss aert to ll:e House, where,
oh the 13th of OeCemlier, it «s* del. a ted by a vols of
to 19 ¦, and il was delea'ed txcause ihe i>orth io ik an
e>ce|Hion to a clause in ihe con«lilu'ion, which an hor-
i/sd tbe legt-la nre ol Miss >uri to pass Uws lo prevent
ibe immigration of tree negroes and mulattoes into tbe
Stals In less ibi.u one >esr, thereto e, *, aee the prn>-
Ciplea ol the Missouri C< inpr^miss uisrctsrded and tram
pled uin'er fool l>y nornet n rapresenlalives. and by I lis
very men, too, who, in the previous session, had sdop ed
ibsm , snd for the only reason lhat that people whirh
»srs about lo become a sovereign pe pie, wished to pro
vide by law against the influx of Itee negroes and mulat
t<»s it.io the Mate.the veiy tiling thai some of tbe
R'sies hsve recently done On the Uolh ol K. hiuary,
mi. Mr Clsy, then a meaiber ol Ih«. H luae, from the
Joist comrnitiee sppomted fur thai pur|M>se, reported Ibe
following resolution :

Hn ,'rr /, Thst ths Slat# i-f Missouri shall bs a.I milted
Into tliia Union sn an equal lioiinr with be or ig 11 a H stea
Is ail respects wliaisvi r, upon the liu dao enial cooilitu n
thst the i.Kiith rlsnsn oil itie iweiity-slglli seo'ion ol ihe
third srticle (,f ibe consrnulion, suhinlltrd on the i>»rt ol
.aid Sisis io C<Hi|frsis. slislt never lie rr> sirnvd to snthor
"* the pis^age o| hi y law, snd thst no la * .hall he pasreilIn rnf.i,^nn,y by »hich any r-|r-z»ri ol el'her ot rlie*Wse II. this Union -lisil l»e . I In.led Imm sr.y of ihe i.nv'lege, and Immunities <o which su<-h < inseii is en't leu »n-

r ihe ooii*tiiuunn ol ihe (Jnlieil S a es t l*< nrttitfi, 'I naitbs lS|i.latnr« ol .»,e .aid Stsis, hy ...lernn publln sc. Shalt
declsre the a.teni ( ft . , ,|)v |Uridsmentairndilir.il, a(,d llSnsnilt to Ilia Prssldenl (¦' the Uolterl

stss, (hi or tielore tt,. luurili Moi.tlsy in Novembsr i.e
*n '.atbemlr r,.wtlrl<U» Pre- Mlei ., hy pre. >h,(|i|,< la.
.Iisreapon, snil Willi,.u, ,,r.n®l (1)9 ftriintftiiiofi ikl fhi-* S'ntn mi., tht« llni.h%|| con«ifl«r4*<( »a co>ii|'l<'te * j
Thta rs.olnnon passed the House hv a vole of R7 loHI, |"Ot wnh Ihe opposiiion ol tt,* abefiiion portion ol the"ortbern vole.Ihe North, therefore, ^coming ju.ilv'hsrgeabU wnh a diiecl and palpable violation ol IhePiineiples ol the t.>im|>iomise, while tbe n tub sdheredto tbem wnh undeviating and st ady pni, Nol be'.o'e the Smith bad eme'ed into any < i,tract with thst'h. a- has been coriiended, lo establish ihe Missouri'as ol 3fl leg min ; bill hi cause Iheie waa a majority
W i'V*** ,n f*vor ol ii.il submitted lo its decisi inlisn I ai*ak of 'tis North aa luting rhsngcl Ha |>oai I

in relation lo Ibis line, I wish lo be understood to '

rt.cr 10 til* abolition hoiiiou of it; which portion, 1 will
ntt the principle ever .mc.

.t °' M*>'' 1S3a» Mf Buchanan, ol PWusyl-1
*aui*. iheu anieuiberof ihe Senate, reported a bill for
the admission ol the Territory of Arkansae into the
Union a* a State fhiawa* territory lying soulh of 38
d*g. 30 unit ¦, ahoui whillv there should have been no
dispute, under the Cooiproiniso of isao. if the people de-
ireu slavery io exini there. Y«\ when * vote w*jv
M*en upon ihe hill in the Houte, there were fifty votes!
Mai nut it the moat, if not all. being abolit.on.ata-lhe
south all 11 standing in the position where the Missouri
Compromise had placed it.
ik

w^*" l eiae .nude appi icalion for annexation.
lie IVliasouri principle wan again brought up and applied
io ibe territory lying between the western boundary of the
state ol lexis and the Hio del Norte river But the
record shows that that was also opposed by abolitionists
And again, in 184H. after the country between the Uio
del INorle and ihe Paeilie ocean had been acquired from
Mexico, an amendment was i.litied m the Senate by a!
distinguished senator from Illinois, to a bill from the
Mouse to organize Ihe Territory of Oregon, by which it
was proposed to recognise #od extend the Miaaouri line
from the nio del Norte lo the Pacific ocean But the
amendment was defeated by the northern abolition vote.
Hnia, it seems, that from ItUO to 1&48 Ihe abolitionists
nave ateudily repudiated the principle which they first
helped lo establish, and for which they now clamor, he-
cause it suited their selfish and ambitious purport. In
consistency ao gross as this cannot be found im miy histo¬
ry of legislation Honorably or dishonorably, they were
determined to force upon the country their disorganizing
pimaples; and, if necessary to success, to divide anil
dissolve the Union. Vet we are unblushiugly lold by
Ihetn thai the Missouii principle has been strictly adhered
to by them from 1S20 to this very hour. And this aesei-
tioii has cone forth into the country to delude the people,)
and leud them again into error. But there is no record
proof u;>oii which such a declaration can be made I
challenge a relerence to it. I invite the most thorough
examination

I

Bui, to show fuither the sonsiatency and steadfastness
of the South to the Missouri principle, and the light in
which Ihe conduct of the North was viewed, I refer to
nteolutions which weie pa»sed by Ihe legislature of the
Slate of Missouri, and presented by Mr. Alchison to the
Senate, on the3d day ol January, lb50, one of which ieas
follows: I

i
That litis general unen bly regard the con- I

uurt ol the iiOrtherii ij ate* on the tubj"Ct ol *lavery in re-

.eadrig ihe slavcnolding States from nil further adberene*
to ti.e basis of corn promise filed on by th>' act ol Congress
ot ihe b ii of March, lt>20, oven it such acl over did !inpo»e
any obligation upon the slaveboldicig filtttl, and author¬
ize!! them to insist upon theii rights under tho constitution
but, lor the »ake ol harmony and lor the preserva inn ofotir
r *«

ii ion, they will mill sanction *he application ol
the Mi-souri Goinpromiie to ihe recer,territorial aCqul»i.
tiun-, it, by such concession, future aggressions upon die
equal rigl.li ol the Slate* may be arretted, ami the spirit ol
a,Unlivery fanaticism be extinguished " I

I bis patriotic resolulion, sir. I believe breathed Ibe
true spirit of nearly ihe whole Soulh at Ibe tune it iras
passed ; and nobler senium uls, in my opinion, under
simnar circumstances, were never expressed The peo¬
ple of Mi.-souri had lo, a long tim^ seen their ina'.tu-
iiohs bitterly and wantonly assailed. Tbev had seetta
long and angry warfare carried on by the North, which
threatened to deprive than of their just and equal ri I ts
under ihe constitution, to an interest in our common ter¬
ritory And feeling that all ties of friendship and broth-
erhood which belore had bound them to the Nor'h had
been sundered, and themselves released from all sup
posed understandings and arrangements of 1620, yet " for
the sake of harmony." they meeklv tendered once mote !
the olive branch of peace, and ofleied lo renew them
I he rapacious North still refused the overture, and plant¬
ed itsell upon lis supposed power lo carry out its pur-
poses. Again, sir, on ihe 29,h of January, 1830. Mr
Uavis, of Mississippi, while speaking upon Mr. Cl»>'s
resolutions jor the admission of California into tbe Union,
wMii the following language :
" We maintain that ill. ibe right of lbs people ol the

Soulh io carry bis .pecs ot prope.ty ,o any portion ol ibe
Territories id tbe LJni rd biates; ibat ti reals under'he
constitution, u|>on tbe ejtue bs/i. as oiher proper , t

wlieri speaking of a compromise It wns ihe ultimatum ]
nounced It >. mange that ihe senator from Kentucky
should be so much .orpnsed; li certainly wis not a ne/
question with bnn nor wnh bis oolleague. wtih wheni on a

toriTu r occusiun a similar proposition on^inaied It j
partial recognition 0 a nHbt wo claim to be ooexiennre
with the Torrllories ol ibe Uniml ii no, but which we

sre uilliog in « -pon of compioiuise, and ,u cO(no|i»llc»

"."V*!' ! M ?Cq"ir,*CeIU:" 0t lb.? 8 *'e,> "H'lctby ibe
paiallel ol 3fl de^ SO mm norib *

Here sgain was exhibited tbe conciliatory and compro-

misijig spirit ol the Soulh. winch ha.i long d.stin-
guisfitd it, and an offer once more made lo settle upon
ihe line ol J6 deg. 30 mm ; not. however, in comp,
auce witb any contract which abolitionists allege !,»»
been made, but "in compliance with the past acuuies
cence of lbs Stales " 1 his haa been Ihe understanding
ol tbe South.

*

And again, on the lsl of August. fSJo. Mr. Clay said :

"Permit ma to < ff , or two sddnional remaiks in ,e

gard io my own position touch r,» tb. Missouri Comp-o
tiii*e It is kw*n thai I have aiwsv. v.lr<i f.r ,, w||,
ever II has l.^en » roposcd bar*; that I have talked sten¬
uously lor year. p»si u> procure lis adoption, slid I hav
several week. »go, giten a minute hisi<My ol nir

in tms bekaII which wdl leave oo doubt .,K.n lb- mind ol
anJ unprejudiced cimn in r.-Kliid to my ami and Hi.ceriir
in urging the Mir»ouri (x>injiroinl«e uiion tli" S i j, «

the country."
a"u

Otliei references might be made to ahow tbe con-
sisiei.c> and aleadlaain.ss .( the S.,uth in suppoit of I
the Missouri principle, hat it is unneceaaary. It baa bs
coma loo muci a matter of history to require tl

N. w, sir, notwithstanding all this, we hrar the South
charged with hiraku.g comrade entr red into in 1*20 and
w.tb a violation of plighted la.th Hut, after the f.;,orv
which I have presented, | would ask. who is the guilty
party VV ho must stand denounced beiore the iribunal
Cf Ihe nation lor a want ol H.lelity in the fulhlmenl of
contracts, il any, and the redemption of pledges^ Not
the South, sm, but t tie Nor lb. The North haa alwava
been the party which caused Ihe difficult*, an l encour
aged controveis) 1 he South hssalways courted Inend-
sh'p and peace, but the North has always spurned it

'i, * r we a,e .old that ,l the Missouri Comprosu.se
was ,iol slr.ctly binding between the North arid thr
South.it has beer, acquiesced iu lot a period ol thiru
yea.s, dnd tbert foie ac.|uiftd the fore, of a kind of com-
moo-law, ai. now has a hi ,scy, which ought
not and cannot he Jo, e away Bui I hsve Shown Ibat
r.m Us., than a year alter the a iopt,o. of the Missouri
Comprom as the North ha. Mead.fy and eont.nuslly re-
fused to aeqaieace m il; that the siorm which free ioil.
ism sn.l aholitionism raised m that quarter ia enlireU m-
eorisis'ent *.ih the i.tea ol acjuieacence No sir n
steatl of thete having been acqmesrenee, there hss bees
the mosit emp atic rejection ami ahsnd .noienl.

I a ill no* proceed lo consider the ertect which I be-
ror».|.rr,..»e treasure* of ISOO have ha I o|K.n

he Mia.oun Compromise of 1820. And Ihe main ques¬
tion is, ha- ihe latter been, positively or impliedly, re

pealed, superseded, t.r rendered incoitsisienl with'the
forms, » Ay the ai I of is*) slave,, w rt.arly
ed lo Irs pr-ibtbite I in r.ur then western territory north r f
3rt .leg 30 mm of nor h latitude. I thing I have clearly
-ho* ,, thai the South so under.l.K.i it. and that their nc
lion has a.»avs been conaistenl with it up to lfc.V) Aid
il would be nnlural to s i| p. tbs- if th, advotatvs ot
sisvery restrict,'-n had intended 'be! it sSc ul I forcer
remstri ss the «>.lhern ><>qndsry ol .ree termor., it
would h-»ve bten caretully and stu ,tous y preserved,
'or it cannot be tonlended, after the long, spirited, sini
angry contrst ii| on Ihe subject of slavery, thai any¬
thing ha« been negbcWd lo aeenrs Ihe supposed tights
of the .North, or that there has been any misapprehen¬
sion.,, inistske on lhe,r ,«,,t. jn legislating upon then.
If, llte.efore, by suhsrquent legislation, lh«e has ha. n

srry deviation or ilepsriure fr» -n (he principles of Ihe
Miaai.tin ( oinptou.iM, it must have been done under-
standing I. and with deliberate design Now. let ns see
what subsrqueut legt.lalion thete has been, and what it
Hrrit dlrife 0

In lh.')U, eta.if Congress were psss.,1 to Otganizs the
re.rHones ol New Mexico and Utah K . ,b,
of m\ argument, I will coi,hoe my n nooks to the acl
relating lo the fi rmer lu the second section of the a t
I find Ibe following proviso:
" Am<1 /nntirliii. fmrlktr, That, wh. r. sdmi.nd ¦, S »ts

lbs ssnl Territory, or any portlus. ol i|l# .a,,,^. ,bn|( j,B ,r
celve.l into the Union, w,.b or wuhnui slavery, at tbr-i
roiisiiiiioon may present." at Ihe nmeol their sdin,ss,on '

II n ay not be improprr here, |»rhs(,s, to |ITe rr

s|»ef live -latitudes of Misaonri and New Msxico M,s
Sou,I begins at 31 deg .'«( mm. of north latitude, and ex-
lemis nrnili lo a 'iltle over 4U deg New Mexico begins
al 32 i.eg., and extendi north to 31 deg . sn.l is. there,
fore, r.| course, north ol M deg Jo mm Now, the act
ol IWO, relied upon by the opponent* ol Ihe bill, prohib¬
ited slavery north of this line ; hut ihe acl of IMO, upon
which the plesent bill is predicated, says thftt it may or

may not be prohibited, just as a certain contingency io

wit, tlie leiinsof the constitution by ihe people
of ihe Territory.may determine or nquiie ...Now, air, here is, iu my opinion, not only h> let?*'
coiibIiuciiou, but positively, a repeal of ihe probiMtKMl ol
iUo eel ot 1(W0, aud an absolute abrogation ol lue geo-
giaphical line established by it. It is an entire change
ot sentiment and position u|Ori the subject ol tne non¬
existence of slavery north of M 3U B"n- »' '*. ** {understand it, a perfect abandonment o( jubitraiy ana
geographical distinctions,and a reaort to the great princi¬
ple ol popular sovereignty, u|M)n which our government
is based.to wit, the right of lbs people to govern, it
was ilie reluming fioru a groea departure in 1830 back to
ihe fiiat principle* aaseried by ua in llie days of tne rev¬
olution ; in that (treat struggle to be relieved from Mr»t-
iah oppression Then, if the a«l of I860 haa repealed
the pioviaiona of the act of lS'iO. have we not a light to
?,ay ao in Ibis bill ? If the fact la ao. a airnple deelaiu-
tion that Die facl exists is proper. Have we not a right
to aay co ? Have not ihe people of the Territories ami
the Slates a right to nay ao? and have not the latter al¬
ready hpoke*, iu lauguage which cannot be misunder¬
stood, and declared that tha fact does exist t Wuil not
echoed through the land in ltt&Othat the law of that year
was a repeal ol all former lawa in relation to slavery,
and that all q ueationa respecting it had been bnally settled <
Was not Ihe word finality upou every tougue ? Was not
a full and final aettleiueut recognised aud acknowledged
at the Baltimore Couveulion iu lt>M? Waa not the dem¬
onstration which was made by the people at the pregi-
«fc»utial ei«.ciw>n iu that year a.demonstration unexam¬
pled in the history of this or any other nation.made
upon such a supposed settlement I Did not the people so
understand aud believe it. when they caw the dark and
portentous cloud, which had bo long threatened a dissolu¬
tion ol ihe Union, die away in the distance, succeeded
by ihe bnght bow of promise f And «iid not our re¬
ligious temples throughout the land echo with the most
fervent thanaghrings. piayers, and praises, that went up
to Heaven as holy mcejise, in gratitude for the nations
deliverance lrom peril ? Yet, sir, abolitionists tell us itiat
it is not so. They tell us that there was no sincerity in
the legislation of 1850 ; that not only the South, but the
whole country, has been deceived, cheated, and made to
believe what was uot true. Sir, this unexpected and
startling declaration should not be confined within these
walls, but should be speedily sent to every quarter of
the countiy, and poured into the people's ears, that they
may know with wliom they have been dealing

But, sir, let us lor a moment refer to the record, and
see what really was settled by the act of 1800, and to set-
tie the point whether the abolitionists are right or wrong.
And 1 will refer to the very first starling point.to Wit, tfie
preamble to the resoluiions of Mr. Clay for the admission
ot California into ti e Union, to which I have before refer¬
red It is as lollows:

'. It lif ing »etlrable lor tho pence, concord, and harmony
uf the Union ot ihete Statef, to settle and udjii-t e csbly
all exiting quetliout »l controversy between ibem arising
out ot the iustuution of slavery, upon a lair, equitable, and
ju«t basis "

Now what were all those existing questionsWhy,
the South contended for equal rights under the constitu¬
tion.an equal interest in the territory, and the free and
unrestrained right to carrj their slave property into it.
The abolition portion of the North opposed it. and ungen
erously contended that the whole ol our territory should
be tree and slavery should have noexislence there, in¬hibiting Ihe most unjustifiable selfishness, and dtMaid¬ing ihe rights of ihcir brethren in the South, the abol .

iiomstM eagerly gras|ied at me whole of it To settle
this and all oilier questions that could possibly *
series ol resolutions succeeded the preamble, to the first
and second of which I need only reler:

.. Hnulnd That California, *lrh miiable boundarie»,
ouiiht, upon 'her application, to be admitted asion« of the
btaietol il.is Urilou, witboat thr imposition by Congis.s ol
any reduction in re.peot to the exclution or introduction
ol slavery wuhiu those boundaries."
.' That ai slavery ooes not exist by law, and I*

not likely to be introduced intoany ul the territory acquired
liv ihs United S ates Iron, thr republic ol Mexico, It it ut-
t-xoedieni for Congress to i»ro\ ids by law, sutler lot lis in¬
troduction into, <jr exclusion trom, tne taid territory
Upon the principles embraced in these resolutions is

based ihe organic la* of ihe Territories of New Mexi¬
co and Utah Tbo«e principles are. non intervention by
Congress upon the sublet of slavery, and freedom to
all the South as well as ihe North 1 hose Mr. Clay
doubtless ii.tended should be substituted in the place of
all others, as the most proper for the government ol*
American citxens, and as most consistent with the the-
ory ol oor government and the aemusol our institutions,
and which should seitle the mailer lorsver. And he is
not alone in ib.s Mr Webster while speaking upon
the same subject, on ihe 17th of July, 1850, said :
" When 1 sr^slt 'his k>l" ,h" connexion, I mean also

to conn*ct With Itilie other s»ubjr«ts .ecuiuiiirnded by tlit-
eoiTirnittee *' d 1 >ay, that if the wl.ole report ol the coal¬
mine* should be carried out to-day, one ol the greatest ol
all ti e possible beurrtts to be derived to Ihe whole countiy
is tbn tbst it settles, to the extent ol far more than the ma¬
jority ol them, all Hie questions connected wiib slavery
wliich have so loi'g agi'ated the country-
Ai d again, on ihe same day, as he advanced in bia re

marka, be lurther said :
.. l think the country calls t n us to settle this question ;

that it ia>ls loudly and im|<eiaiively ; and I Ihuik. luriber,
mat the wt.o e workl is lookln* lo see whether Ibis great re¬
public can K«-t through witu such a crisis."

Vet, sir, in the (ace of all ihia, we are told by abolition¬
ists thai the question has not been settled, hut is still
open u»r at tat ion The |*0|>le ate tolil that Ihe Isgiala-lioii of )*i0 was a larce, and iliat a Clay and a Webster
a.e not io be believed. Alas, sir, what will notabolmon-
ism and fanaticism do
But we ate called u(Kin to meat an argument ol an-

wliei charac'er Tlis opponents of the bill say, thai ill
Ibe principle* Of the Mis-ouii Compromise an changed
by ihe coiiipromtse measures of 1M0, that change is uol
to lak' flrc.t now, but in lulure. and thai future is when
thr Temtory of New Mexico is ndnniie'l^nto the Union
as a Mate , that at tnatlime I fee people shall have a fight
to decla < in iheir eonaiftunou whether slavery shall ex
hi w.thin Us liniiis oi not; that before thai lime, 'he
Teinlory i» i" be Ire* Terrnory. Tins is a q-icstionwhich merits consideration.
Now, II IS irue that the people of the Isrrilorv have

the tight to ueleimine Ihe question, and at Ihe lirtie
named I hey ate to liame a conslitulion. which is lo
tircotne ihe paramount law of the land, and to debne the
nghis which they are to enjoy uuJer it Tlisy are, in
other words, lo agiee ui»-in lis terras. Now, the right ol
the pe >ple lo iigiee upon aud lo decnle naturally presup-
poses the existence of a thu g lo be agieed upou and de-
c.a.i) annul winch ihere may be a ditfeience ol opinion
It presupposes that ihe peopis would I* calleii OfW 10
decide a question which might arise between two oi
more existing patties. II ihe act ol 1&50 means anything,
it ccilainly means I his. Tb n, let me ask. who the par-
i.rs weir which ("ongtets had in view al lue tunc ol the(!as«n*f of Ihe act .' Why. undoubtedly, a pro-slavery
and an anu-slavery paity, which it supposed might be
ihere. That tbeer must inevitably be the parlies intendedis clear from '.be fact thai the question of alavery is the
one to l>« settled. Now, il tl is hue, as the opponents ol
Ihe hill say, that the Territory is to be free until the
adoption ol a constitution that shall permit slavery
tu exist Ihere, then ihe South has been overreached bythe act of 1*'>0, and dupe.l into the support of a principle
mat means nothing it i* in no better situation with re¬
gard lo teirilory lying north of 36 deg .'W tnin lban it wss
under the ac' ol lVi'i, and is gust as effectually cat off,
from the enjoyment ol equal rigliia under the constitution
ol the United Mates Now, sir, I will not do such
g'ea in) isiice to Ihe Congress of 1^50 at lo suppose that
n. thai all-important and Ufing hour, when ihe salvation
of ihe Uiii'^u hung u|aui its action, it waa l«-gi*laling
lor dishonest puiposes and unmeaning show. I shall be
ihe last io believe thai a Clay ami a Webster, when
about to commit the crowning act of their lives, and lo
w ind up then gloriOJS careers by supporting the compro¬
mise measui'.s of 1».'>0, were guiliy ol duplicity and
treachery lo the South. Although those distinguished
.talesmen believed that, b, lbs laws pf Nature 1 the
laws of prodiiclioi , slavery never could exist in any por¬
tion of our Aim an lernl .ry, yet they were wiilmn lo
.¦rule a pnrciplj. aud to establish equality of right be¬
tween Ihi- Nor'h and ihe South; to open the doors for
the n both I at> in al their pleasure, at any time after
ihe act went inio ojieration, provided the So uh could see
mat the so and clanaie AOtild warrant its entrance;and when ti e population snould he large enough to jus-lil> an admission of the Territory into the Union as
a .Mate, then (be question ol slavery nr no slsveryshould be sallied by Ihe parlies 11 this was not
the intention, but wa«, a« is contended, that the
Norlh should lake possesion ol the territory alone, ibere
could no such question or principle arise as is mentioned
in Ihe act; for Ihe North would not be likely lo differ
with itaell upon ihe question ot slavery; and if ihe South
were not their, tlieie could he no question about it It
musi clearly have been supposed that there possiblyr».igbl he conflicting interests iheie.and ihat It was neces¬
sary ihst Cot «resa in US Wisdom shoald make some pro¬
vision lor a settlement of Ibem ; snd iheie was a reason,and a powerful reason, lor such action It was, as I
have belors said, to establish equality of right under the

13£u££ ftJMsjs» r[ .«*««*
'fur demanded that equality of rfght;

(ion. m which eVeV^lecluH^'Tl V**"* ol lbe "»"

the grand inotrre *L . Th . i^1 *" 54"*1
awai with ait » ? I hare before observed, to do

leave it open o fb^"!^'C* a
* of di*,inc«10'». «"d to

the neoiili^ If «« . ? * uniealnuwed enjoyment of
d» .»way with all art.taVal divi?

breed dwaUefa^iL^ ^" f*,ni'v which ,®r»ded to

peace and'the* we'lfare 'V'jh' ' VVm* il roof" ,httn ihe

sojSi *dJi'Ti waua
Z boaorJ WWnM

Md uiaW
UP°n ,he b«We-f>elds of Mexico

hi t '»>« enemy ? Did not

s--«b Si
st£.?»fessaswaf ,rs. 5
», *,i.
uialiita.ued, our right. were ..cured, and peace w*» Con-
queiwl. The .battered remnant, of the war-worn and
tattered troops returned to the warm bosom of a grateful
country. Oar Mexican possessions, the great prize of
war, wa obfe.ned. And. sir, should not .hi .f/;~ ,?
equally divided ? Should il be aaid that our brethren in
the South sboujd have no part of it. if thevcS "

vS arul domestic institutions would justify it!
Should not the widow* and orphan, of lb<
who offered up tbwr lives as a sacrifice for their country's

h
whoBe bone* now lie mouldering in Mexican

.oil. have no lot or part in it / Should the cold aud my
hand of the Northgrasii it all? No, sir; the illustrious
statesmen to whom I Lve referred have said that it
.houd not; the Congress of lb50 has decided th.it it
should not, and therefore owned the door for the tree ad¬
mission of tbe South as well as the North.
But it may be said that the Congress of 1S50 was leiris-

lating for territory acquired Irom Mexico, and not for

ofT^VSud {r0m, Frce- J0t " cZ£
1^20 legislated, and that, therefore, the act ol 1850

does not ap; ly to it To thia f answer, thai a portion a
.mail pwuon 1 admit, of the Louisiana purchase was cut
ofl and lucluded wiihju the limits of the Territory of

enou®{' by lc8ttl co«»tructioii, to change the
effect of the act of 1W0 in relation to the portion left A
principle can be changed by legi.la-ive action in refer
euce toaeroall portion of a territory at* well as to tho
whole And by it, 1 believe, thatVe princ^le. of IMO
have been fully and effectually changed and repealed, or

irJ^onlsrUg''len' WUb 'he W1"*' Com-

But, sir, another objection is made to the bill; which
a, that injmtiee will be done to the Indians inhabiting
the ferriiorv. When I heard this 1 could not but pity
the miserable subterfuges to which abolitionists will re¬
sort in order to carry out their fanatical purposes Thev
charge, sir, that it would be uniustand wrong to disturb
them in their present hoiup, which have heretofore been
assigned to them by our government; that under former
tieaties they settled 'here, with th* expectation of having
permanent home*, and were not to be again disturbed bv

t th nnir°?ifC. ,'!1?nUk° .w,".te man- Not withstanding
I think that this objection has little to do wilh the settle¬
ment o a domestic principle among ourselves, yet, as the
acquisition of Indian territory ever has been, and still is
a matter of importance to the country, I wtll notice it
By a reference to the fc.ll, it will be seen thai the most

ample provision is made in it for the protection of the In
diana. In lb# hrat section of it it is provided:
" That nothing in thin act oonlaioad shall b« construed !o

topair the right, .*«on or proper,y nowSJ
the Indian. In said fe..,.y, ,Q long as such rigbt.staU
remain unextinguubed by treaty between the United Slate,
and such Indian*, or lo include any lerntoiy which bv

i iT" *"iy 'nd!*" Uibe, it not, without tha consent ot
uid uibr. to lM) Included within the territorial limits or tu

*'7 Slate or Territory; but all tnch territory
shall be eaceptrd out of the boundaries, and constitute no

fTfC?h lerrlto<y <" Nebraska, unlit said iril.e shall sig¬
nify iheir assent to the President ol the United Slates to &,
tnriuded within the said Territory oi Nebraska or ti «Her>
Il.e au,horny of the aovernnic,, of the iT^ted s^a.J^!

""y regul*'ton respecting such Indians, their lands
property, or other rights, by trea-y, law, or oiherw.se
whicli H would b.V. been competent to ibe KOVtrnment to
tn&ko t! this oct had never been pasted.*'
This proviso at once secures the ngbts of the I-dian

from unjust invasion, and guaranties to him his title ,0
Ins property, unless he chooses to part with it by iruitv
or otherwise, for a lair and valuable consideration And
it would be tne duty of tbe government to see its provis¬
ion. faithfully carried oui, and to see that (here should
be no overreaching or injustice done to the different
',h" Tlwn, why this boasted .ympaihy for them.
this maddening tear that ihej may be ezpoMd to a sep¬

aration from their ianda, aud induced, by aome nolicv of
their own, to move a little lurtber weal ? I have no
seen the tender aensibil.ties of the honorable gentleman
from Vermont, wbti a.luressed us the other day, on the
other side of .he House, and who expressed hii sympa
hies m such eloquent term., shocked at the thouaht
that he. too. dwe is U[wt, that which was once Indfan
.oil; n«r turn pale to think that he has a scat in this
magnificent and stately edifice erected upon ground
that wa. once Indian inheritance I do not hear h m
condemn the blessings of civilization which he enjoys
do not hear him invoke the return of the

hve forest to a^Hin lake po«-e#a*on of our now beai
Iful aad cultivated fields nor Indian encampments"
take the place of our villages, towns, and cities No
sir, nothing of this is beard Then, why h.a effort ?
It can be nothing Iras than the last resort ol poor, linger-
ng, dying abolitionism, wh cti, in its last struggle for
life, graapa at anvtbing within its reach At first air
when this struggle commenced, the poor negro at the'
South wa« tbe ubj.cl of their Repeat ,ymiltby ||

"

situation was painted m such bright and glowing colors
by fanatical entbus.aats, that by merely looking at the
Picture one could almost hear his very cha.ns rattle and
his suffering, and dials were so vividly drawn hi the
pen of fiction, that a perusal almost made us feel them
Vet it was all in vain A healthy public a ntiment suT
vivert it and the legislation ot 1850, and the action of
the p^pl. in IMJ, drove the abolitioni.t, from heir ,J

A*J'wr'»lwr" «" erroneous position. There
* IJ 11 ',e- '' -ound or sincere in it,except to
make the poor negro a lever to elevate dangerous mfn in

political power. Sir, I repeal it, that, in my opinton
nor hen. abolitionists have no more true sympaihy lor the
.oulhern slave than they have for the supposed^\nbab.
t..... of some distant planet V.t, .ir. strangMo^say tfat
infatuation bad so seized the ,ieople, that our gl'nous
I nion waa in dan/.er nf being dissolved. England see-

tng the alpha of t^e ^tufe. and exacting its omega'soon
follow- wh, I) 'be nation should be rent in twa'n sen^

across the Atlantic her lhompsona, like Jackals, to'suufl
up some snndered fragment for the British lion's forld

*". " '* * or> enough to sny that the crisis is passed
and we are yet »afe

. dM' (1

Having been driven from what they supposed to be an

impregnable position, the. abolitioni.t. now planUhem
selves unon tbe rights of the- Indians, for the mrUs' ,i
exciting public sympathy, and of rallying aia.T^he!
i'rtS* Il ! "n . 'n"*1 be . of necessity'

r'h»" i 'or ^l-le they thought that ^' i!
efag^trntad repreaentationx ol ularerv rnnii

. esalully carry on th.ir ..w.tt.SK Zi I
the South, t,ie) thoughl not of the Indians. hey were

Wta U'\{houtbt "".« "n-
f .Vt,4a'' "r! h"« " r,,lne to this, that representa-

»" American Congress BrP to point us to he
sworn enemies ,.f our race an ! demand our svm^.h'e!
or Ihem, for the purpose 0f influeneing us i. 3

r rzsrsjz st1
tu T. '',ffec?ed'l

a mo*
Ml (he

which >c«m !ll4Vt. ,rarfel)'"l>een '-"ibie

by such an appeals And. lo particularly for , ,.o-

aw'lui mVU^ortv^01^.IVnnsylyania forgo,.,"X

h,u,.xr,T0".,Sr^saS.":;»<
gotten the horrible and tragic -cenes VwhiX nithlew

fcTbr;^ .o}hrewh,eh «»«A .£"
ti iil

country fcenertiiiy forgotten
iheir alliance with our enemies in tbe war of the r.vnln-
tion. and tbe war of mii |f noli ctI1 ,h ^ ^

iT1*"ffTmisJ: ":r,,,wh,ch " '« -^d'
fNo, sir , It IS madnes. to presume it. Hut. sir I am

happy to say that an appeal may he mad. lo this House
and tne ®o«nlry, tor an expression oi .ympaihy and pttv
or a far dtlferen, and more glonou. purp^,,,.nd l am

ft nrr "M| ,M'i ,lm'fr consideration makf« it
It propMes no military march for conquest, no unlawful

towards enlarging the boundaries of human "freedom *'*o
let civih/aiiOB, mcraliiy, .,d religion advance, with itlli
vafe h m" w,th*Ih 10 i *" r*'np' rhHrm ,l"1 r"P''
vale him with their beauties, and lame hi. savage nature;

Im.d bm, JUr «K,1^ 0< ?'"«"* ''*.. »«J

fallen and degraded* uma^fy 2L "' ,*' rede,!,n

bear tile imifc ni £,uLky.V . tttmZmo!t Worthily
n»ud to «o.X*»d Z,!:*!' :10 ,t"*,k. «"«l >".

pllahed by ihe bill ^"1 . . ^ 'T o6>,;eto «o tie accoui-

>¦..< <* ,.?. p'o .""",

<beof"il!m"led "'at ,bi" ""not *« do«>*j that
the approach of fbe P^mpt htmto »,

I 6.:
:K1 i2r ..",s3'' T,"i"'
.t... «..,.t." k hr:° ~i-
first portiou of Lhe earih .>..> ;« 1' Ul teal is the
the morning gun! iTMw««J* hife'j*. £ ,be- »*. ot

Ift SldRStflnfef."" »'S"p"X,«
Ei. ol .ta W," 's "m .I".!: "'T tb" .""'fed pX
l«-d the trembling aiVi^ t?T ?£°l^vldenM which

£H^Srsr*»^^^iKsr,"1 . ««r/.<,.rri""'11*». .» *

iSlsaw
Irom a irue consideration of suffering humaultvaabe.iaiedss&M&asss£mS~3S
can we expect leas from fanatical enthuHiaai. ? £?'
not bejustified in supposing that they have Bdmpl'l Te
b«n in view in their ^poaftion toZ hlnV S. a'k de"

believe that they intend, if £ to i^fy T/01
tribes a- a core'of reserve lm Mm*'(1,^ Uie '"d,a»
an early period of our his orv

' FnUliaJt 8 ? Al

encouraged the importation S? alavf.fr.h,tf>w.»e»»t
because it thought that they would aomedav » h

coun,ry'

bring upon the country is one purpose of the present°S
under a territorial government, haee a r^hTto leaiefaie
upon and determine the question wheth.r «lU» 4i n

exist in the Territory or not w whelU .1.*'' hha"

rested by the con.titu.ionin ComSi alone W '?
of the constitution upon which the

at ,)art
be lonn.l in J. ,t,,j ££ "J5 ttftoffiSota?" " '°

a"l»^"o&"."jl4'^KSI^,nli'T'?'-1"d"""
oibrr property ot to. IWd SmE.^*'^ "rt,to'y

While some have contended that thin rl«n.. .i.

d±i rr*u'*t'on«^or
¦he public don,a7n,1^ryJ^'t'^-."0» f'-^.of
¦on it.-.. ,h territory is the ,-ropeMy of he 'So, e ??!""
ifreps had a rieht to iia»>s anv law .,»/¦ pe"J'le, C011-

preservation of it for the use of the peoi.lp "^? *

by then, ,or Mate purpoE' fKSW
and'th/poww"of cSnlTrS'i' laMo^n'eSrM ' r"Cht

tttiS ,f ,k'« '-»"»«¦ S
cipal leKulations at their wants and their safe Motic?.
know^e^ied'he^lgliVof'c^^ ^echj^by h^w'wheiher
use, inasmuch as ihc people, when the l eriitory shouldbe.
cotiic h Stale, could, in ibeir «*o?erei£n caoaritv rvu

entiiely ditferent law, which woild supersede tht7X,n1
Congress, and be binding upon them. For thisrea"onl
have alwajs been opposed to the agitation of the ^erv
question 111 Congress It has no business here and no
man who is a friend to the |*ace and welfa » #,f ih«

K.i'S' p-S.%tr,o.\x°z
But where Congress ,.,,,rent upon the object, and hiJ
passed no law respecting . applicable to any Territory T
am unable to see why the people inhabiting it may not
among their other municipal regulations rutla 1 to.

*

-he subject of slav, ry. and which would^w"h theTr"
mission of Congress, be binding upon them Sucha rirn
lat.on or law could not be liable to the objection "haf il
was in,const,tut.onal, for it perniia the jleople in hj
sovereign ca,ocn v ol a Slate, to decide the que'st on of
-lavery as they plea.e So the pe pie in a f..i o« !(
left to may cxerciHe iu«t m.»*h

'¦

power an ,hey could u.Ir . a^toUrSlllS.TCX
people ol a State have no right to pas* anv la«- «,» 1

would conflict with the constitution and general awS'of
the United Stales; nenher could i*ie oeoi.le nf J t^ "U IqTi

Hut there msy be a question as to li e policy and nm

0w;^rcs1
mind that it is not only proper but right that they LhoSld
do it ; and to permit them to do so would be onTv to ,!
ry out the idea ot popular sovereignty and ol self aov

ssss-" if*.rr. s.?'"4"»»¦«!»»:!
when they threw off the h/.'.l y'ke"'Th7e had'*h,^
oppressed and trodden under loot by British ,

wahout repiesentation in I'arl.amenf »
»«t»l«Uon

i^e^^/'NoTthe'St';ijSp of

sAts. ajfj-jri-i!?
=ixiszrx, tJsrSs 1
IS the b.st and moat profitable to them; what kind
of Urfor *ol yield the greatest revenue.whether fieeor

t'em W, v^ n0' 't,0m "ft ««»« «"d chMH
welT. .

y 'h*:fn *wb It** as lb ir own
welUiH may require! And what State in the Union «vi,

ah^ h "" T* <:a" 'vl»«cbu^tU? CjTfor
as (he lust hers I to reMiat the opiiressivt. laws ni"I

Rug ami an any of the New kngland Statea I No

rvIran/. T^n . "u' rem*"',i "CPrfsnon Can Penn-
rylrsnu ) No, 'or she, too, has risen up in Oppoeition
o °|»pr(»^ivi* laws Many of the de*c#»ndant* of tht
athera of 17UU are still there, in whose memories the oc
currences of that time are fresh. Can the Snml. i.

the rin lit > No f0r . has !ong cttoVe^S
rights mn free,loin of action. Can the ix>nnU V,/
Sta e that recur back to their early history deny them "he
right? NoNir; not in reason and iustir.. Ar.,i .i J n

thev not bare the right I Ale they not
'boulil

taien part in the formation of U.vs in the StatelTsif***
their immigration thither Are iiT.J . ,

l,e,ore

so t-, antl our firnih#. t i « they not our fathers, our

flesh'.' Why should w^ d'ecL^VatH^m^lid'^'
ahoutd'not. "Zt.,
L. nh l

' *°*erninenl would thev have»I

»'aTrcr^bh:s-r-.!fSfrl5
rSSSrf1-

tard lite nraliiar 1° L,"L,nfl *n<' """'hie men, who re

shackle him wnl' ti il^ *!'d P'oneer, not to

bimeo fo M, , i
r*' *'"1 "ppreasive laws, but let

. "l '|' !ii ' wilds, in the full dignity ol
manhood, and the neb enjoyment of freedom

ih^V.".'1 *® l°' 10 'h« ot Territories
k i l ,.c*rfy l^a pnociplaa of atlf-government to
the furthest limit that prudence and safety would justify^-
ibe right to elect nearly all the dificcm that a perfect ma~

chineiy of government might require. I would make
them independent f[e«ui«ii, hi every sense of (he tern «n

.o«g as Ihey kepi witbiu the limits of the constitution. I
would lei them inhale the pure air oj freedom in tbe decl¬
aims of tue forest, as well ** upon the more highly cul-
ivsted plain, or lit our magnificent and refined ciliea.
I liia 10 what they are entitled to, and for which God
created them Aud who will deny tlirm this? None,
sir, but the man ol limited thought, of narrow views
anil an enemy to his lace.

I have before, ^ir. spoken of the consistency of the
South in the supiiort of the Missouri Compromise. I
should certainly b« chargeable with making invidious
distinctions ai.d doiag injustice did i uot, with equal sen¬
timents of commendation and piaitr, itfer to the firm and
h m C(,)1"'U,CI a Motrlion ot the na'ional democracy of
the North, whose sympathies wem enlisted in favor of the
toon < a,u w'"c'1 'Ja*t 8:o°d by 'l i'i ail its troubles,from
1830 to the preseut time ; for, althwugb Ibe storm of abo¬
litionism came duwu from tbut quarter, there were aoiae
men so firmly aachoied upon prmcipl. and patriotism as
uot to be driven by it* furies from their i<osition. But u
time w ill not permit me to refer lo il.em all, and point you
to their_ noble deeds,( wiil only h(itfly relet ui the course
pursued by Mr Buchanan, our present (listinguished
mniMer to the Court ol St. Jaim-As early as 1834.
when he entered the Senate of the United State*, be
identified himself with the southern opposition to aboli¬
tionism, which position he has occupied to the present
time with unwavering fidelity. For proof of it, I will
nrst refer to the course which he pursued in 1836, when
the I erritory of Arkansus was admiiteit into the Union
a« a estate. On the 25th of April ol thatyeai he present¬
ed to the Senate "the memorial of the yearly meeting of
toe Religious Society ol Friends, which had been then
recently held in the city of Philadelphia, remonstrating
against the admission of Arkaiirae into the Union while
a provision remained in her constitution which admitted of
"k- PelH',UH,s slavery." Whin the committee
wnir.h had charge ol the memorial called upon him to
request its presentation, he isljiiei! -oil em "that he had
been requested by the delugute from Arnansas to take
charge ol: lae application of that Territory to be admitted
into the Union, and that he had cheerfully taken upon
himself the performance of tha* duty." He referred tbem
to the eighth section of the act of Congress, of March 0,
1820, containing the Missouri Compromise, and informed
them " that the whole Territory of Arkansas was south
of the parallel of 36|deg. of north latitude, and that be re¬
garded this compromise, considem gthe alaimingcircum¬
stances under which it wasmude, and the dangers lo the
existence of the Union which it had removed, to be almost
as sacred as a constitutional provision." In pursuance of
his promise, he introduced a resolution into the Senate,
as 1 have before remarked, lor the admission of Arkan¬
sas into the Union, and voted for it And here 1 may
with truth remark, that several of the democratic repre-
sentatives from the same State, in the Ho-ise, voted in
the same way, also.
Again, August 25, 1S47, Mr. Buchanan iddressed a

letter to the citizens of Berks county, in which, speak¬
ing of the Missouri Compromise, he said :

A/u'.r Uwi»iauu was acquired (hkn France by Mr.
Jell.yon, and when the Slate ol Missouri, which const!-
tiiie.t n psitof it, wasaboul lo tn: admitted into the Union,
the Missouri <iu>-8'ioti orose, and In its progress threatened
the dissolution of the Union Ttiis was settled by the men
of ih last generation, as other important and dangerous
questions havo been settled, In a spirit ol mutual conces¬
sion Under ihe Mi ? ;uri Compruim-s slavery was 'for¬
ever prohibited north of the paralle l ol 36 dog. 30 mln.and
south ol (hi* parallel the question was lelt 10 We decided bv
tie people Congress, In ihe admission ol Texas, follow-
ig in tUe footsteps ol iheir predecessors, adopted the same
.lie ; and, in my opinion, the harmony of the States and
ven the ceounty ol the Union itself, require that the line

.I tu<s Missouri ('ornproum® should be extended to any new
(erritory which we may acquire from Mexico."
This letter, sir, was hailed with applause, not only in

Pennsylvania, but in various other sections of the Union-
and the public presses teemed with expressions of the' -

most decided approval. For the special benefit of tba
honorable gentleman from Vermont, I will refer to a
paragraph which appeared soon after in the Vermont
Spirit of the Age, or the following character:
" Ma Bcchajux on thk raoviso .We plaoe before our

readers lor |>erusai tb« very able letter ol this distinguished
man on Ibis all-important question. It was written in an¬
swer to an invitation to attend a celebration in Berks coun¬

ty, Pennsylvania, and, ai is ubaiacterisiio ol all the wri¬
tings ol that man, is (rank, clear, and concise. We like
his grounds, unJ much adinire the concession and compro¬
mise which pervade bis letter, and b-lieve if thero were
more o) the lantf kin, and less oi the luna'ical productions
so Oltou UK t with, U>e dark mil threatening cloud which
now hangs over oui cnnniry would pass harmlessly by, and
let the clear and bright sun < I Uaion shine once more upon
our almost dlstiacteil Miste."

Such, sir, were the sentiments of a certain portion of
Vermont in 1847; jet, in 18*0, the representatives from
(hat State were not is favor of that line; but now. in
1854, they are the first lo ciaim it. From that State tbe
tocsin of war has been first sounded, and from it the
first gun has been fired at ihe present bill; and, after
such vacillating conduct, shall Vermont charge, with
impunity, the South with having violated contracts and
plighted faith I Sir, f leave it lor this committee and the
country to judge But to retarn.

Mr. Buchanan, having planted himself upon the Mis¬
souri Compromise, stood firm and immovable through
the exciting controversy until 1MQ, when he considered
Ibe compromise measures ol it year as a-full and final
settlement, ol the question ; arm he went into the contest
of 1852 with all the ener*tt« ol his great and powerful
mind. The entire detmvrney ol Pennsylvania, following
their distinguished Jailer, took 'he *ame view of Ihe sub¬
ject, ami gave a very large msjorily in favor of our pres¬
ent able and distinguished Cbi.t Magistrate Since that
time the same democratic party have considered the ques¬
tion of slavery as no longer open, but fully and finally
settled They want no more agitation of so fruitless a

subject. As an evidence ol this, a resolution was re¬
cently offered in the Senate, to instruct Its senators and
request its representatives in Congress to oppose the
present bill, which was postponed by the democratic vote
being cast against it The democratic press has generally
expressed its approbation ol thai decision, ao that there
can be little doubt that the | revailin* sentiment in Penn¬
sylvania is in favor of the bill.

I will now, sir, proceed to s low that the opposition
which has for so long a lime been continued by the Norlh
against the So'iih bus been unrea*onabieand unjust, and
thai from 1890 to this time ihe Norlh ha* hud no reason fo

complain. It will be recollected thet the Mis«ouri Com¬
promise prohibited slavery north of 30 deg. 30 min., but
did not ubsolutely establish slavery souih of that line,
but merely permitted it if Ihe people wished it. Now,
this gave the North two eh.inces to one against the
South. All the territory.north cf the line was, beyond
peradventure, to be fr»e tetnlory Ih. chara<"' t us such
was lixed snd settled, while the territory south of the
line depsr.ded upon the contingency of a choice of the
people whether it should lie fiee or slave territory The
North, then, Inid the right lo s«nd its people into the
Territory in sufficient number* to determine its character.
If it hi* neglected to do ihi* it ha* not one word of com¬

plaint lo make. It certainly bid the advantage, and
the arrangement* of 1820 ou^ht to have been perfectly
tatiftlactory

»

But not only b*« 'he North had tli»* advantage of the
ooath in legislation, but location, noil, and climate have
been in it* favor. It i« admitted, and was no in 1950,
that the laws of Nature aud the laws of production are
unfavorable to the introduction of slavery into any part
of the territory acquired from Mexico. This no doubt
contributed lo the adoption of the compromise measures
of that jear, ir»d wa* a strong rea«on why the compro¬
mise of 1920 should ti(» repealed. Nature had drawn its
own iinf* and set up its own barriers, which wer® con¬

sidered of greater force than those erected by human
.egislation. I his was declared in the second resolution
offered by Mr. Clay for the admission of Texas, to which
I have before referred. While speaking upon it on the
39til of January, 1901, he used the following language:

I he next truth whioh the resolution asvtrts i*, that sla¬
very's not lik(»iy to be introduced into any j ortion of that
territory Thai is a matter of laet; and nil the evidence
upon which the fuet re*l* in pi aecesMtbie to other senators

'J tno ; but 1 muit My, that from n'l I »avc heard or

k?h(|, from the testimony I have seen, and the witnesses (
nave conversed Willi.from ail tiiat has trsnspired and Is
transpiring, I do l>eti«va that not within one loot of the ter>
rltory ac<|uirmi by us from Maxico will slavery ever be
planted, and 1 hellevo It could not bo done even by the
lorce and power ol public authority.**
Upon this sohjer.t Mr. Webster, in his speech of Marrh

7, l&.V), used the following Isnguage :

"Now, as to psliforn.ssnd N«w Menco. I hold .taverv
t» »*rlurt«l rn>m thosn larrlinriei br a Is w even tnoerlnr

z*\:n «%». Ve,:.'
liwol liMitr* of pbylesl geography.tbs law of ths for-

SI '*Th»t U« ssttlea forever, with .
» rangth beyond all tarrniof human enaetmant that slavarv
cannot atrial in California or New Maxieo "

The same opinions were also expressed by Mr Ruehan-
an to his Berks connty letter, snd by the late Vice Pusi-


